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Waihee: $10,000 Rewald Down

< By Shriing-Morita
and Charles Memminger
Star-Bulletin Writers

The administrator of Ronald
Rewald's bankrupt company
testified {csterda that Rewald
Joaned Lt Gov. .’Mm Wathee's
law firm $10,000 in January 1863.

Wathee, b , said in an
interview that the money was &
down payment on a land deal
and was [ater returned.

Thomas Hayes siid the check
was made out to Waihee but
‘deposited_in the Taw firm .of
Waihee, Manuia, Yge. Pablo &
Hoe. ﬂayes said Waihee was
“embarrassed” about the transac-
tion after Rewald’s company col-
lapsed and paid the money back
in November 1983.

Waihee said the $10,000 wasn't
a loan, but a deposit on 80
.Big Island land Waihee own
that Rewald wanted to buy. He
said he does not know why the
check was marked as a loan.

Government financial wit-
nesses have testified that Rewald
labeled a number of checks
“Joans” in an apparent attempt
to avoid taxes.

WAIHEE DID receive $4,500
during the 1982 lieutenant gover-
por campaign from Rewald and
his companies.

Waihee said he was unaware
of the large amount of political
donations from Rewald until the
collapse of Bishop, Baldwin, Re-
wald, Dillingham and Wong.

Waihee said his law firm was
handling the sale of his houselot
and 14 acres of cane land in
Pepeekeo. Rewald approached
the law firm saying he was
interested in buying the land
and later turned over the $10,000
check. -
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Payment Returned

The mo'ixey was ced.lnto ]
trust account at the law firm,
but when it was apparent that
:tl::o utr;ns&cuon wasn't going

, the mon
back, Withee mid. €y was sent

Waihee said he never met per-
sonally with Rewald on the lg::i
sale and that his law firm han-
dled the dealings. The transac-
tion took place shortly after
Waihee left the law firm and
was selling out his interests in
the firm.

Waihee said Rewald knew who
owned the land, but he did not
know how Rewald found out it
was for sale.

“WE HAD this piece of proper-
tzi and my e and I were
thinking of bu; a house here
in Honolulu,” Waihee said. “He
(Rewald) wanted to buy, gave
some fantastic promises about
how he was &i:g to buy it. At
that time, 1 't know who he
was other than he was a reputa-
ble guy with money.”

Waihee met with Rewald on
three occasions before and after
the 1982 election because of his
interest in international trade.
Rewald at the time was prepar-
ing a report on flight capital
from Hong Kong.

“When I went to his office one
time, it looked like an impres-
sive operation,” Waihee said in
an earlier interview about his
relation to Rewald. “He talked
about international trade like he
knew what he was talking
about.” -,

Wameémq:)' is 051 Maui 1gn
.personal business and campaign
work. He has been mentioned as
a possible candidate for gover-
nor next year.
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